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Introduction

The purpose of this guide is to provide a reference chart to use for counseling employees
about survivor elections and the effect certain elections have on their annuities,
immediately and in the future. It is not intended to be an all-encompassing resource, but
a reference for questions and issues.

The guide addresses:

e Elections for unmarried and married employees under the Civil Service
Retirement System (CSRS) and Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS);
Requirements for elections;

Results of an election;

Effects of court orders on elections; and

Post-retirement elections for unmarried or married retirees under CSRS and
FERS.

More detailed information can be found in the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) as
well as the CSRS and FERS Handbook for Personnel and Payroll Offices published by
the Office of Personnel Management (OPM).

Common-Law Marriage: Marriage is a legal union between one man and one woman as
husband and wife. Some states recognize “common-law” marriage. A spouse in a
common-law marriage would be considered a valid survivor for Federal benefits, as long
as the marriage was recognized by the state in which the employee and spouse lived or
the state in which the marriage was established. In addition, certain states do not
recognize “transfers” of common-law marriages in cases when there’s a change of
residence outside the state in which the common-law marriage was confirmed. The
requirements for establishing a valid common-law marriage vary greatly. To obtain
accurate information on states that recognize common-law marriage, consult a lawyer in
that State. Additional information on common-law marriages can be found at
http://www.unmarried.org/common.html.

If you have any questions or comments concerning this reference guide, please call us at
(703) 696-6301 (DSN 426), or send an email to: benefits@cpms.osd.mil; or fax to (703)
696-4705 (DSN 426).
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GLOSSARY

CSRS: The Civil Service Retirement System was established in 1920 for Federal
employees. Covers employees first hired prior to Jan 1, 1984 and certain rehires.

Current Spouse: A living person who is married to the employee or retiree at the time
of the their death.

Current Spouse Survivor Annuity: A recurring monthly annuity that is payable after
the employee or retiree’s death, to a current spouse who meets the marriage duration
requirements.

FERS: The Federal Employees Retirement System became effective on Jan 1, 1987 for
Federal employees. Covers employees first hired on or after Jan 1, 1984 and certain
rehires.

Former Spouse: A living person and who was married for at least 9 months to an
employee or retiree who performed at least 18 months of creditable civilian service in a
position covered by a retirement system (CSRS or FERS) and whose marriage to the
employee or retiree was terminated prior to their death.

Former Spouse Survivor Annuity: A recurring monthly annuity that is payable to a
former spouse after the employee or retiree’s death. The annuity may be required
because of a court order or may be elected voluntarily by the retiree.

Fully Reduced Annuity: Recurring monthly annuity to a retiree who elected the
maximum survivor annuity for a current and/or former spouse.

Insurable Interest Annuity: Recurring monthly annuity payable to a person with an
insurable interest in the retiree based on the election at the time of retirement.

Partially Reduced Annuity: Recurring monthly annuity to a retiree who elected less
than the maximum survivor annuity for a current and/or former spouse.

Self-Only Annuity: Recurring, unreduced monthly annuity to a retiree who has elected
not to provide a survivor annuity or insurable interest.
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